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OFFICE OF THE S.P SECRETARY 
TUGUEGARAO CITY, CAGAYAN 

E Cjg3  E 
Date: 
Time: 

BAGONG PIL1PINAS By : 

Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Cagayan 

TUGUEGAFtA0 CITY 
Phone number: 0953-588-3721  I email address:  cillotu12,ileuaraocio, (trwnail.coni 

OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR 

30 January 2026 

THE HONORABLE MEMBERS 
Sangguniang Panlungsod 
This City 

Thru: HON. ROSAURO RODRIGO G. RESUELLO 
Vice Mayor and Presiding Officer 

Dear  Honorable Members of the Sanggunian: 

We are respectfully transmitting to you Department Circular No. 01, Series of 2026 of the 
Department of Agriculture, for your information and guidance. 

Thank you! 

In the name of public service, 

MAILA ROSARIO S. TING-QUE 
City Mayor 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Regional Field Office No. 02 
Diversion Road, San Gabriel 

Tuguegarao City, Cagayan 3500 
V.,411/•/1/ 110 r PO/101111VA 

January 21, 2026 

HONORABLE iviAILA ROSARIO S. TING-QUE 
City Mayor 
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan 

Dear Ivlayor Ting-Que: 
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This is to furnish you with a copy of the DA Department Circular No. 01, Series 
of 2026,  with the subject,  Moratorium on the Issuance of DA Certification on 
Land Use Reclassification Pursuant to Memorandum Circular No. 26, Series 
of 2022,  "Issuance of a DA Certification Pursuant to Memoranduin Circular No. 54 
(MC 54), Series of 1993 , "Prescribing the Guidelines Governing Section 20 of RA 
7160 otherwise known as the Local Government Code of 1991 Authorizing Cities 
and Municipalities to Reclassify Agricultural Lands into Non-Agricultural Uses" and 
joint HLR13, DAR, DA DILG Memorcindwn Circular Series of 1995 GMC, Series of 
1995), "Prescribing the Guidelines to Implement MC 54", for your information and 

reference. 

Moreover, please be informed that the said Department Circular was duly filed at 
the  University of the Philippines Law Center - Office of the National 
Registrar on January 9, 2026  and took effect on  January 12, 2026. 

For queries, your staff may coordinate with Engr. Melanie V. Medrano;  
RLUTWG Technical Secretariat at cellphone no,.  0916-606-3042. 

Thank you and best regards. 

Very truly yours, 

ROSE MARY G. AQUINO, Ph.D. 
Regional Executive Director). 

//Regulatory Division 

I:or and WAtkiaiy ihe Regional Etauti'si 
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Republic of the Philippines 

°Ho OF THE SECRETARY 
Elliptical Road, Diliman 1100 Quezon City 

+63(2) 8928-8741 to 64 and +63(2) 8273-2474 

DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR 

No.   61  
Series of 2026 

SUBJECT: MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF DA CERTIFICATION ON LAND-USE 
RECLASSIFICATION PURSUANT TO MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR No. 26, 
SERIES OF 2022, Issuance of DA Certification Pursuant to Memorandum 
Circular No. 54 (MC 54), series of 1993, Prescribing the Guidelines 
Governing Section 20 of RA 7160 otherwise known as the Local 
Government Code of 1991 Authorizing Cities and Municipalities to 
Reclassify Agricultural Lands into Non-Agricultural Uses' and joint NUR, 
DAR, DA, DILG Memorandum Circular Series of1995 (fMC, series of 1995), 
'Prescribing the Guidelines to Implement MC 54'" 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State, as declared under Republic Act No. 8435 
(Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act), to assure the availability, adequacy, and 
accessibility of food supplies to every Filipino at all times; 

WHEREAS, the State shall promote food security, including sufficiency in the 
country's staple food, especially rice, and to guarantee that domestic production is 
optimized to m.eet our local needs and consumption; 

WHEREAS, alHands devoted to or intended for production be preserved to 
protect national food. supply stability' and uphold the long-term welfare of Filipino farmers 
and consumers; 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to Book IV, Title IV, Chapter 1, Section 3 of Executive Order 
. No. 292 (Administrative Code of 1987), the Department of Agriculture (DA) is vested with, 
the primary responsibility for agricultural policy formulation, coordination, and regulation; 

WHEREAS,  the rapid demand for urban expansion, infrastructure development, 
and local land-use zoning revisions has resulted in a growing volume of applications for DA 
Certifiication for Land-Use Reclassification which may adversely affect agricultural 
production areas,*agribusiness investments, and long-term national food supply stability if 
not properly regulated; 

WHEREAS,  in order to safeguard agricultural lands and ensure that all current 
and future land-use reclassification policies are aligned with the national food security 
agenda, there is a need to temporarily suspend the acceptance of new applications while 
the Department reassesses its existing regulatory framework; 
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WHEREAS,  there is a need to impose a moratorium on th.e acceptance and 
processing of applications for Land-Use Reclassification Certification, and to revisit, and 
review the policies to strengthen DA oversight, ensure consistency, and protect agricultural 
lands from undue conversion; 

NOW, THEREFORE, under the virtue of the powers vested in the Secretary of 
Agriculture, it is hereby ordered that: 

SECTION 1. Moratorium on the Issuance of DA Certification on Land-Use 
Reclassification 

During the period of the moratorium hereinafter stated, the DA shall no longer accept 
applications for DA Certification on Land-Use Reclassification. 

Applications filed with the DA Regional Field Offices prior to the effectivity of this Circular 
shall continue to be processed until the issuance of the DA Certification on Land-Use 
Reclassification in accordance with existing rules and guidelines. 

However, all appeals already filed and pending before the Office of the Secretary as of the 
effectivity of this Circular shall be held in abeyance and shall be acted upon only after the 
lifting of the moratorium. 

SECTION 2. Period of the Moratorium 

This moratorium shall commence upon the effectivity of this Circular and shall remain in 
effect until June 2026, unless otherwise vacated, revised, shortened, and/or extended by a 
subsequent issuance of the DA. 

SECTION 3. Penalties and Sanctions 

Any violation of the provisions of this Circular, as well as of existing DA policies and 
guidelines relative to the moratorium on the issuance of DA Certification for land-use 
reclassification shall constitute a ground for appropriate administrative action, without 
prejudice to the imposition of the corresponding sanctions and penalties as provided under 
applicable laws, rules, and issuances. 

SECTION 4. Repealing Clause 

All other orders, memoranda, and issuances inconsistent herewith are deemed revoked. 

SECTION 5. Effectivity 

This Circular  shall. take effect three (3) days from its filing with the Office of the National 
Registrar, UP Law Center, Diliman, Quezon City. 

Done this   S-44'   day of  JANA•otiL-4 2026. 
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